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Treasurer’s Report 

As of March 2020, VP/Treasurer, Edith Bryan, reported a 
bank balance of  $1,793.04 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Scent-detection dogs at Penn could help sniff out a 

breakthrough in COVID-19 testing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Could dogs’ keen sense of smell help screen humans 
for the coronavirus? 

A new study from the University of Pennsylvania’s 
School of Veterinary Medicine might answer that question as 
soon as this summer. 

Researchers with Penn Vet’s Working Dog Center are 
enlisting the help of eight dogs—yellow, black and chocolate 
Labrador retrievers—over a three-week period to expose 
their sensitive sniffers to COVID-19-positive saliva and urine 
samples in a laboratory setting. The process, known as odor 
imprinting will likely begin as soon as next week. 

Once the dogs learn the odor, investigators must show 
that the canines can discriminate between COVID-19 in in-
fected people, including those who are asymptomatic. 

Preliminary screening of humans by trained dogs could 
begin as early as July. 

With up to 300 million smell receptors, compared with a 
person’s mere six million a dog’s nose has a lot of sniffing 
power available to help humankind. Canines trained through 
Penn’s Working Dog Center have made significant and well-
known contributions to public safety and police work, but 
they also have aided research advances in medical detec-
tion. 

Scent detection dogs can accurately detect low concen-
trations of volatile organic compounds, otherwise known as 

Dear Friends, 

Happy summer to all of you!  I hope this Gazette finds 
you, your loved ones, and your pet partners well.  We tenta-
tively have a Panorama Pet Partners meeting scheduled for 
June 10 at 2:00 PM.  Our speaker is from Wolf Haven.  How-
ever, as has happened to many plans this spring, we may find 
this meeting cancelled too.  Wolf Haven is very open to re-
scheduling if necessary, so keep your eyes and ears open for 

updates. 

In the meantime, our pets are getting very accustomed to 
having us home, so going back to a more normal schedule for 
us may be hard for some of them.  To help them deal with 
another change in their daily routine, try giving them time 
alone while you – go for a walk without them, pull weeds in 
your garden bed, talk to a friend on the next balcony, over, go 
looking at birds, or some other lovely, happy solo activity.  
Hopefully, it will help when things open up more.  Until then, 
keep well, keep safe, and pet your furry (or feathered) bud-

dies. 

Becky Johnson 

Pet Adoption 

.As we have mentioned before, Pet Partners does not 
handle pet placement for residents. One of the reasons for 
this is that we do not want to bother members with lots of 
email inquiries. Additionally, Pet Partners cannot be responsi-
ble if a placement does not work. However, we thought we 
might find a way to help. If you are looking to adopt a pet, let 
us know. We will keep a list of residents who wish to adopt a 
pet. When a pet needs placement, we can put you in contact 
with the resident who is giving up their pet, and you can work 
out the adoption details between yourselves. 
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VOCs, associated with various diseases 
such as ovarian cancer, bacterial infec-
tions, and nasal tumors,” said Cynthia 
Otto, director of the center and profes-
sor of working dog sciences and sports 
medicine. “These VOCs are present in 
human blood, saliva, urine, or breath.” 

If the pilot proves successful, Otto 
said it could lead to an alternative test 
and new technology that could expedite 
coronavirus screening of people, includ-
ing asymptomatic carriers. Currently 
people in the Philadelphia area, without 
symptoms, often cannot get tested. 

Otto will be leading a group of other 
researchers, including colleagues from 
the Penn Center for Research on Coro-
navirus and Other Emerging Patho-
gens, Penn’s Perleman School of Medi-

posed to live virus samples. While they 
will be exposed to people with the vi-
rus eventually, if the earlier phases are 
successful, the dogs will be monitored. 
In addition, the recent case of COVID-
19 in a family pet pug aside, dogs are 
not believed to be at high risk for the 
coronavirus, she said. But they could 
be at the forefront of a breakthrough in 
the virus’s detection. 

“The potential impact of these 
dogs and their capacity to detect 
COVID-19 could be substantial,” Otto 
said. “This study will harness the dogs’ 
extraordinary ability to support the 
nation’s COVID-19 surveillance sys-
tems, with the goal of reducing com-
munity spread.” 

 

SCENT DETECTION DOGS (CONTINUED) 

 

cine, the Hospital of the University of 
Pennsylvania and Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia. 

The total cost of the pilot was 
not disclosed. Penn Vet said it is 
being funded in part by the new Penn 
Vet COVID-19 Research Innovation 
Fund, an effort that received 
$550,000 in support from Republic 
Bank chairman Vernon Hill and his 
wife, Shirley. The US Army Combat 
Capabilities Development Command 
Chemical Biological Center also is 
providing support for the study, which 
is taking place in a facility in Mary-
land because of COVID-19 restric-
tions at Penn. 

Otto said the dogs in the early 
stages of the pilot will not be ex-

QUESTIONS PET OWNERS HAVE ABOUT COVID-19 

Q: Can we pass the coronavirus to 
our pets? 

A: SARS-CoV-2 spreads from hu-
mans to humans. There is no research 
to support human to animal spread at 
this time. Samples from the Hong Kong 
dog have a small number of virus parti-
cles present. In an animal with no clini-
cal signs of disease, it’s hard to say 
what this means. It was a single case, 
and we learned that we need to do a lot 
more research into the potential of hu-
man SARS-CoV-2 to infect animals. 

That said, cats and dogs are mam-
mals too. They have many of the same 
types of receptors on their cells that we 
do. So the virus could theoretically at-
tach to these receptors. But will it enter 
their cells and replicate? Probably not. 
Still, people infected with the virus 
should limit contact with their pets. Wash 
your hands, and don’t let them lick you 
on the face. If the virus is in your secre-
tions, and there’s any potential of trans-
mission, these are ways it could be 
transmitted. 

Q: Should we be testing the pets 
of people with confirmed cases of 
COVID-19? 

A: That’s not everybody’s top 
priority right now. It should be dis-
cussed, however, if we start seeing 
more cases like the Hong Kong Pom-
eranian. 
Q: Can pets serve as a reservoir of 
the virus and pass it back to us? 

A: If pets can become infected—
and we don’t know if they can—then 
yes, they could serve as a reservoir. 
And in that case, we’d need to deal 
with them the same way we’re deal-
ing with human cases. We’d need to 
figure how to treat them. Like human 
hospitals, vet hospitals would have to 
be prepared for a surge in the num-
ber of cases. 
Q: Would we quarantine our pets 
too? 
A: Yes, just like humans, some might 
be quarantined at a hospital. Or a 
shelter. Or even a doggy day care. If 

they had the virus but weren’t sick, 
you could quarantine them at home. 
You’d want to limit your contact with 
them. Perhaps keep them in a bed-
room away from other people and 
animals. You’d want to wash your 
hands frequently, and perhaps wear 
a mask when you entered the room. 
Q: If you have people in the same 
house—some quarantined, some 
not—can the pet visit both? 
A: No. Out of an abundance of cau-
tion, the answer should be no. 

Q: What should we be doing 
right now to protect our pets? 

A: Include your pets in your 

family's preparedness planning. If 
you get sick and are quarantined, 
make sure to have extra pet food on 
hand, and make your neighbors 
aware of any feeding, walking, or 

medications your pets need in case 

you can’t make it back home. Pre-
pare now. Have extra food on-hand, 
just in case. 
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But there’s more. It looks like 
dogs and people living in close 
proximity, as we do with our pets, 
only ups the chances for both spe-
cies to be affected by antibiotic 
resistance when anyone, or any 
dog, in the household takes one of 
these drugs. It makes sense. If 
bacteria are able to become resis-
tant to a drug’s effects in one spe-
cies, those same bacteria would be 
able to resist the drug in a species 
that lived under the same roof. 

Case studies have shown just 
that, says Annie Wayne, DVM, 
MPH, DACVECC, a clinical assis-
tant professor at Tufts’ Cummings 
School of Veterinary Medicine. “But 
we don’t have an overall picture of 
how prevalent the sharing of resis-
tant infections is between people 
and their dogs,” she comments. 

That’s why Dr. Wayne and her 
Tufts colleague, Claire Fellman, 
DVM, PhD, DACVIM, DACVCP, a 
veterinary pharmacologist, have 
begun collaborating with the Infec-
tion Control Team at Tufts Medical 
School to look at the situation in a 
systematic way. In a small pilot 
study, they looked at several dogs 
of varying breeds and an adult in 
each dog’s household who was 
particularly close to their pet — the 
ones who would be most likely to 
be licked by their dog or who would 
have picked up their dog’s poop on 
walks and thus the most likely to 
experience a sharing of bacteria. 

Each dog had a bacterial infec-
tion and was treated with an antibi-
otic for two weeks — either Clava-
mox (which contains amoxicillin, 
commonly given to people) or Bay-
tril (enrofloxacin), a fluoroquinolone 
in the same class as ciprofloxacin, 
which is a frequently prescribed 
antibiotic in humans. Clavamox and 

Baytril are two of the most com-
monly prescribed antibiotics for 
dogs. At the beginning of the anti-
biotic regimen and the end, stool 
samples were collected from both 
the dogs and their people. 

Those samples will now be 
analyzed to see if bacteria con-
taining certain markers of resis-
tance live in canine-human pairs 
— and also to see whether these 
markers increased in both spe-
cies from the beginning of the two
-week course of antibiotics to the 
end. If, as the veterinary re-
searchers hypothesize, that turns 
out to be the case, larger studies 
with more dog-human pairs will 
be organized. 
Practical implications  

If going forward it does turn 
out that antibiotic-resistant bacte-
ria routinely move from dogs to 
people when the dogs are admin-
istered these drugs, it would have 
public health implications. Per-
haps shorter courses of antibiotics 
would have less of a negative 
impact. A lot of studies are show-
ing that for people, shorter 
courses of antibiotics are just as 
effective for knocking out bacterial 
infections as longer ones, Dr. 
Wayne says, even for very serious 
bacterial infections like sepsis. 

“In veterinary literature,” she 
notes, “that kind of information 
doesn’t exist yet. In fact, there are 
not a lot of specific guidelines in 
small animal medicine for how 
long a course of antibiotics should 
be. For food animals, yes,” she 
remarks. “But not for pets. We 
need to have better antimicrobial 
stewardship in small animal medi-
cine, and this study might be one 
small contribution to how to start 
to think about it.” 

DOES ANTIOBIOTIC USE IN DOGS END UP BACKFIRING, DIMINISHING THE DRUGS’ 

ABILITY TO KIL HARMFUL BACTERIA?  (TUFTS’ UNIVERSITY “YOUR DOG” OCTOBER 2017) 

Since antibiotics came into 
common medical practice in the late 
1940s, they have eradicated count-
less bacterial infections that used to 
routinely kill people long before they 
reached old age. They are indeed 
wonder drugs. But today, antibiotic 
resistance — a weakening of these 
drugs’ power to do away with harm-
ful bacteria and eliminate sometimes 
deadly infections — is more and 
more becoming a threat not only to 
human health but also the health of 
our pets.  

One trigger for antibiotic resis-
tance is the overuse of these drugs. 
They are sometimes prescribed 
when the cause of an illness is not 
bacterial but something else. That 
gives bacteria lurking in the environ-
ment a chance to become desensi-
tized to the drugs, so to speak. In 
multiplying quickly, as they do, they 
become stronger through genetic 
mutations and more able to resist 
the antibiotic’s ability to shut down 
their reproduction and effectively kill 
them off. That, literally, is antibiotic 
resistance. 

Another way in which antibiotics 
might be overused is via prescrip-
tions for a couple of weeks’ worth of 
pills when just several days on the 
drugs might do the trick. Again, the 
bacteria mutate so they can repro-
duce unimpeded. 

What does this have to do with 
our dogs? The answer is that what 
applies to people applies to them. 
Because dogs get infections from 
the same or similar bacteria that 
make people sick, they get the 
same, or similar, antibiotics that our 
doctors prescribe for us. Add in the 
fact that these antibiotics can be 
over-prescribed for both humans 
and dogs, and the problem of antibi-
otic-resistant bacteria is com-
pounded. 
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A look inside our ever-evolving 

response to one of the nation’s most 

barbaric forms of animal cruelty. 

Animal cruelty touches every 

corner of our country. To many, 

dogfighting may seem like an iso-

lated issue—one that doesn’t touch 

the public consciousness outside of  

large-scale busts like the infamous 

Michael Vick case in 2007—but it is 

a pervasive problem that occurs in 

communities across the nation. For 

more than a decade, the ASPCA has 

been evolving and expanding how 

we respond to this heinous form of 

abuse, and as a leader in the fight 

against dogfighting, we feel closer 

than ever to stamping it out for 

good. 

In 2018, at the request of the Kan-
sas Bureau of Investigation, we re-
sponded in rural Kansas to help remove 
more than 40 dogs who were being used 
in a dogfighting operation. At the scene, 
we found some dogs tethered by heavy 
chains—one dog (who was later named 
Banjo) was held by two large chains that 
were wrapped around a tree, while oth-
ers were housed in makeshift kennels 
without access to clean water or ade-
quate food. Many were thin, scared and 
bore scars commonly seen on fighting 
dogs. Some even had open wounds on 
their bodies. But despite their trauma 
and the deplorable conditions in which 
they were found, many of the dogs 
wagged their tails when ASPCA rescu-
ers arrived to help save them. 

The year before, we assisted the 
New York City Police Department 
(NYPD) in rescuing 11 dogs from an 
urban dogfighting operation in the 
Bronx. Several were found in plywood 
boxes, others were chained down, and 
all were isolated from one another. One 
dog sat alone in the rain, the chain 
around her neck attached to a thick rope 
tied to a plastic barrel. 

From isolated areas of the country 
to some of our most populous cities, 
dogfighting is a pervasive problem. 

Since 2010, our teams have assisted 
with over 250 dogfighting cases across 
25 states and rescued or otherwise 
helped over 5,600 dogs who were fight-
ing victims. 

Though the methods of how they 
treat or house their animals may vary, 
dogfighters’ motivations remain consis-
tent: they are driven by greed and by 
the payday that can come from winning 
fights or breeding winning dogs. 

“Organized dogfighting is a brutal 
form of animal abuse where dogs are 
exploited and forced to fight as their 
owners profit from their torture,” said 
Terry Mills, ASPCA Director of Blood 
Sports. “We remain determined and 
committed to protecting our nation’s 
animals from this form of cruelty and 
putting a stop to those who seek to 
profit from animal fighting.” 

This form of violence and crime is 
not only devastating to the canine vic-
tims it leaves in its wake, but for entire 
communities as well, which are often 
endangered by other criminal activities 
that accompany dogfighting, such as 
illegal drugs, weapons and gambling. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WINNING THE FIGHT AGAINST DOGFIGHTING 

ASPCA “Action” Issue 1, 2020 

Certain high-profile cases have 
changed the way our nation regards 
animal fighting, and have even 
helped to change laws. 

The dogfighting case involving 
Michael Vick sparked a nationwide 
dialogue. His celebrity status made 
animal fighting a media-heavy topic 
and catalyzed larger efforts of or-
ganizations campaigning against it. 
Immediately following his case in 
2007, Congress passed the Animal 
Fighting Prohibition Enforcement 
Act, which toughened penalties for 
certain animal-fighting activities and 
prohibited interstate and foreign 
commerce in cockfighting parapher-
nalia, such as knives and gaffes. 

In 2014, the ASPCA lobbied 
Congress to include the crucial ele-
ments of the Animal Fighting Spec-
tator Prohibition Act that were 
signed into law as part of the Farm 
Bill, making it a federal offense to 
attend an animal fight anywhere in 
the U.S. and imposing addition pen-
alties for bringing a child under 16 
to an animal fight. 

In addition, dogfighting is a 
felony in all 50 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Guam, Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. In 
most states, the possession of dogs 
for the purpose of fighting is also a 
felony offense. 

However, there is still more 
work to be done, including increas-
ing awareness about this brutal 
activity, educating the public about 
how to report suspected dogfighting  
activity, and ensuring more robust 
enforcement of existing laws. Even 
with Vick’s very public conviction, 
he is still celebrated in sports to this 
day, continuously  casting a shadow 
on his victims.”Over the past dec-
ade, the ASPCA has continued to 
combat dogfighting on a national 
scale, dedicating investigative shel-
tering, legal medical forensic and 

Facial scarring from dogfighting 
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behavioral resources to help law 
enforcement stop the cruel criminal 
enterprise,” say Stacy Wolf, Senior 
Vice President, ASPCA Policy Re-
sponse and Engagement. “ But we 
know that our work is far from over. 
Dogfighting is intractable in its cruel 
persistence. It is still happening in 
communities large and small, urban 
and rural. And so, we will continue 
to fight it on the ground where we 
can save victims directly and by 
supporting law enforcement so that 
communities can continue this work 
until no dog is forced to endure the 
senseless suffering that dogfighting 
entails.” 

Combating dogfighting requires 
a robust response from local law 
enforcement and prosecutors. The 
ASPCA supports their efforts by 
providing a wide range of assis-
tance. “Eradicating dogfighting and 
helping its victims recover requires 
experience and leadership in field 
rescue, legal advocacy, behavioral 
rehabilitation and animal crime 
scene forensics, which is why the 
ASPCA has developed deep and 
unparalleled expertise in those ar-
eas,” said ASPCA President and 
CEO, Matt Bershadker. “Combining 
our resources with committed local 
agencies and a powerful public 
voice will ultimately bring a long-
overdue end to one of the most 
despicable American crimes.” 

For more than 10 years, we 
have been leaders in this work, re-
sponding to cases such as the two 
largest dogfighting cases in U.S. 
history—the largest being the 
“Missouri 500” case that spread 
across eight states and involved the 
seizure of 500 dogs in 2009, and 
the second-largest being a multi-
state case in the South in 2013, in 
which 367 dogs were rescued. 

An incredible number of com-
ponents go into responding to dog-

fighting cases. Next, you’ll find a break-
down of how we work together to save 
more lives and ensure that more dog-
fighters and animal abusers are 
brought to justice. 

 
The Rescue 

Rescuing animals is merely one 
facet of any dogfighting intervention. 
The ASPCA’s team of responders, in-
cluding forensic veterinarians and ani-
mal behaviorists, assists local, state or 
federal authorities by helping to docu-
ment the scene and collect evidence 
before we begin the safe and humane 
removal of animals. 

Additionally, we work closely with 
the NYPD to respond to animal cruelty 
and dogfighting cases in the New York 
City area, including all five boroughs 
and Long Island. Through this partner-
ship, we’ve worked on 15 dogfighting 
cases in New York and rescued nearly 
200 dogs since 2010. 
 
Forensic Evidence 

Following the rescue, our Veteri-
nary Forensics and Behavioral Sci-
ences teams provide crucial expertise 
in evaluating evidence that can play a 
critical role in the criminal prosecution. 
Members of these teams may eventu-
ally testify as expert witnesses in the 
courtroom. 

“It is very important to document 
both how the animals are living and 
their overall physical health, as both 
are key components in proving allega-
tions of dogfighting,” said Dr. Robert 
Reisman, ASPCA Supervisor of Foren-
sic Sciences. “By preparing forensic 
reports, we create a full picture of eve-
rything the dogs were subjected to, 
which can be an invaluable tool to sup-
port the prosecution.” 

Our forensic veterinarians will as-
sess a crime scene and the animals 
involved for common indicators of dog-
fighting, such as: 

 Pit Bull-type dogs. These com-
monly misunderstood dogs are 

WINNING THE FIGHT AGAINST DOGFIGHTING  (Continued) 

often favored by perpetrators 
of this brutal activity. 

 Scarring and wounds. Typi-
cally, fighting dogs carry 
scars on their heads, chests 
and front limbs. 

 Unaltered dogs. Dogfighting 
victims are usually not 
spayed or neutered so that 
they can be bred. 

 Isolation. Dogs are often 
housed separately from each 
other or tethered by chains. 

 Blood parasites. Babesia 
gibsoni is a blood parasite 
often found in fighting vic-
tims. 
In addition, the Forensics 

team will evaluate any blood 
found on the scene, such as in a 
fighting pit. We now have the 
ability to test blood to place a 
specific dog at the scene by get-
ting that dog’s DNA through a 
cheek swab. The team may also 
perform necropsies (animal au-
topsies) on any deceased ani-
mals found on the property by 
gathering this information from 
the crime scene, as well as docu-
menting the physical condition of 
each animal, our forensics team 
provides invaluable information 
that can help prosecutors prove 
their cases. 

Once the forensic medical 
examinations are completed, our 
behavior experts assess each 
individual animal. “Dogs who 
have been bred and conditioned 
for organized fighting tend to be-
have differently from dogs who 
have not been selected for this 
purpose,” explained Pamela Reid, 
Vice President of the ASPCA 
Behavioral Sciences team. Docu-
menting these differences allows 
us to build a behavioral profile. 
This enables prosecutors to ar-
gue that dogs from a specific 
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ASPCA Behavioral Rehabilitation 
Center, where our experts contin-
ued to help him to feel confident 
and comfortable through our inten-
sive behavioral treatment program. 
It was here that he truly learned 
what it meant to be a dog—to be 
happy, playful and enjoy being with 
people. Russet still feels nervous 
sometimes, but in January 2020, 
he finally found a loving home and 
a family to call his own. 

 
Rescue Story—Ginny 

It was described as a “dreary, 
rainy” day in the Bronx when the 
New York City Police Department 
(NYPD), assisted by the ASPCA, 
executed a search warrant on a 
local property where there had 
been reports of suspected dogfight-
ing. On that rainy day in May 2017, 
Katherine Good, Foster and Place-
ment Manager for ASPCA Humane 
Law Enforcement (HLE), waited 
with the rest of her team as they 
prepared to enter the home and 
remove any suffering animals. 
Though conditions weren’t ideal, 
the atmosphere that day proved to 
be quite fitting for the scene that 
would soon unfold. 

Inside the home, Katherine 
discovered a few dogs being 
housed in separate rooms, locked 
inside dirty crates. But it was what 
was discovered outside that truly 
stuck out in Katherine’s mind. As 
she and her team moved into the 
rundown backyard space, they 
noticed something rather odd. 

Down there, there was one 
dog who was by herself, tethered 
on a thick rope to a barrel,” Kathe-
rine says. “And it was raining, so it 
kind of emphasized that this poor 
dog was in the rain by herself, and 
then there were seven more dogs 
inside of plywood boxes.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The boxes were small, and they 
were all latched shut. As the team 
began to open the boxes, it was also 
discovered that many of the dogs 
were held down by chains in the en-
closures. It was those boxes, and 
that one dog outside in the rain, that 
stood out most to Katherine that day.  

“Having worked with dogfighting 
victims before, I always picture the 
heavy chains, the barrels and the 
separation,” Katherine says. “But 
those boxes are something I’ve 
never seen before, and I never fath-
omed that people would house their 
dogs that way.”  

Removing the dogs one at a 
time, Katherine noted that the dog 
who was outside alone was excited 
to see them, and tells us that the 
dog, now known as Ginny, was “tap 
dancing” and approaching the re-
sponders for attention despite her 
surroundings and the heavy chain 
and padlock that was around her 
collar. 

Following their rescue from that 
deplorable situation, the 11 dogs, 

including Ginny, were all taken to the 
ASPCA Animal Recovery Center 
(ARC), where they were given indi-
vidual treatment and time to heal. 

case fit the profile we’ve established.” 
Through the years, we’ve contin-

ued to research and reevaluate find-
ings from dogfighting cases, such as 
bite wound patterns, to build our 
knowledge about this form of animal 
abuse. The ASPCA also offers the 
country’s first-ever graduate program 
in Veterinary Forensic Sciences at the 
University of Florida. 

“The more we can scientifically 
categorize what we see with a dog-
fighting operation, the stronger our 
testimony will be in court because it’s 
supported by the research,” said Dr. 
Reisman. “The ASPCA is leading in 
that research, and there will be more 
to come.” 
Care and Rehabilitation for Victims 

Many dogs rescued from dogfight-
ing require intensive medical and be-
havioral care. We provide veterinary 
and behavior experts who will work 
with victims until they are healthy and 
ready to be made available for adop-
tion. Man people assume that dogs 
rescued from fighting operations are 
too aggressive to ever be rehabilitated, 
but these victims must be assessed on 
a case-by-case basis.“ 

Every dogfighting victim is unique. 
Following a rescue, after they’ve set-
tled in at our temporary shelter, they 
show us just how resilient dogs can 
be,” said Bridget Schoville, Senior 
Manager for the ASPCA Behavioral 
Sciences team. “It’s always over-
whelming to see individual dogs play 
so beautifully with other dogs—as if 
they'd been playing like this all their 
lives—despite having been bred and 
raised to be aggressive toward them” 

For Russet, a former fighting vic-
tim, the biggest hurdle was his fear 
and inability to trust humans. After 
Russet’s rescue, behavior staff at our 
emergency shelter worked with him 
every day just to get him to feel com-
fortable walking across the shelter to 
the yard. He was then taken to the 

WINNING THE FIGHT AGAINST DOGFIGHTING (continued) 
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After a few weeks, Ginny was able to 
move to the ASPCA Adoption Center, 
where she was made available for adop-
tion.   

But despite being ready to move on 
to a loving home, Ginny was still incredi-
bly fearful, and since her experiences in 
a domestic setting were limited, new 
things were extremely overwhelming for 
her.  

It was clear that to fully move on 
from her past, Ginny would not only 
need a lot of support, but she would also 
need pet parents who truly understood 
her.  

By June 2017, Claire S. and Nick V. 
had been discussing adding a dog to 
their small family for some time. Though 
Nick had grown up with a dog, Claire 
was new to the experience, and the cou-
ple went into the process without many 
preconceived notions of what they were 
looking for.  

That day, the couple arrived at the 
Adoption Center with the famous last 
words of “we’re just going to look.” As 
they toured the facility and viewed our 
available dogs, they stopped at Ginny’s 
enclosure. While the other dogs in the 
Adoption Center that day were excited, 
jumping and barking to say hello, Ginny 
stayed seated quietly in her enclosure. 

“I bent down, and they had the little 
hole where I could just boop her on the 
snoot, and I don’t know what it was 
about her, but I just started crying,” 
Claire says. “It was instantaneous.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“We didn’t know what type of dog 

we were going to adopt,” Nick tells us. 
“But I think when we met Ginny that day, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

we knew she was the one. When 
Claire looked back up at me, she had 
tears in her eyes, so I think it was 
Ginny choosing us. The decision was 
really made for us; there was no way 
we were going to leave that day with-
out bringing Ginny home with us.” 

A few hours later, Ginny was in 
the car with Nick and Claire, heading 
not only to her new home, but to a 
new future, away from the traumas of 
her past. Before taking her home, 
Claire and Nick were told that 
Ginny’s adjustment could be tough 
and that she suffered from anxiety 
and was fearful of just about every-
thing. But that didn’t deter Nick or 
Claire one bit. In fact, it made their 
feelings that much stronger.  

“I have anxiety, so we were kind of 
kindred spirits in that regard,” Nick says. 
“Notwithstanding her having four legs 
and me having two, I think we kind of 
see our outside surroundings through a 
similar prism. I think there was quite a bit 
of empathy I felt for a vulnerable animal 
who wasn’t able to help herself, and then 
also understanding how she might feel in 
terms of that anxiety and being nervous 
in new surroundings. I thought it was a 

perfect match in that regard.” After 
bringing Ginny home, the couple 
began to understand just how severe 
Ginny’s fears were and how limiting 
her previous life had been. In their 
fifth floor walk-up apartment, Nick 
and Claire learned that even seem-
ingly simple things were new and 
scary to the sweet dog.  

Nick tells us that on those first 
few nights, he didn’t get much sleep. 
“I was hyper-aware of the surround-
ings, making sure she felt comfort-
able and safe,” he says.  

“She didn’t know how to do any-
thing,” Claire tells us. “She didn’t 
know how to go up and down the 
stairs, which seems like a really sim-
ple thing. We’d have to put a piece of 
cheese on every single step just to 

 

WINNING THE FIGHT AGAINST DOGFIGHTING (continued) 

get her to go up and down. When we 
did take her outside, the tiniest noise 
would make her freeze, her tail would 
go between her legs and she would 
start shaking—we couldn’t even get her 
around the block. But she can’t help it, 
so we’d just pick her up and take her 
home. And people would laugh be-
cause she’s not like one of those little 
dogs you can fit in a bag. But I was so 
protective of her.” 

Nick adds that Ginny’s adjustment 
was “definitely a labor of love,” and that 
although Ginny was two years old, de-
velopmentally she was still like a 
puppy. “It was a lot of carrying her up 
and down the stairs, a lot of bear hugs, 
and just a lot of very calm, relaxing 
energy,” he says. “It was definitely baby 
steps.”  

But the couple’s immense patience 
and compassion for Ginny began to 
pay off. Little by little, they began to 
see her coming out of her shell, and 
once Claire got Ginny a “thunder 
jacket,” Ginny’s true personality really 
began to shine, becoming what Claire 
calls “a ball of joy.” It was at that point 
that Ginny knew she was finally home. 

From dark beginnings in the Bronx, 
Ginny’s life has certainly changed for 
the better. And for Nick and Claire, 
watching her grow, learn and become 
such a loving, trusting pet has been an 
emotional and rewarding experience. 
Nick tells us that for him, a trip to the 
beach with Ginny sticks out most in his 
mind. “Seeing her run through the 
breakers on the shore was really emo-
tional for me. For a dog having come 
from the Bronx to be on the beach, in 
the Atlantic Ocean, it was really cool.”  

Nick and Claire take Ginny almost 
everywhere they go now; she’s been to 
Boston to watch Claire run in the Bos-
ton Marathon, she spends weekends at 
their lake house in the Poconos, she 
rides the NYC subway and she even 
spent some time visiting Nick’s grand-

https://www.aspca.org/nyc/aspca-adoption-center-nyc
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mother while she was in an assisted 
living facility (Claire tells us that the 
other residents there also adored her 
company). With her confidence in full 
bloom, Ginny is always up for an ad-
venture with mom and dad by her 
side.  

Day-to-day life revolves around 
Ginny now, and Claire and Nick say 
that their lives have only gotten better 
since her arrival. “She’s comple-
mented everything that was good 
about our lives and our routines, but I 
think Ginny’s also taught us how to 
slow down and smell the roses,” Nick 
says. “There was never a question of 
whether or not we’d make it through 
the long run—we were going to.”  

The couple got married in Octo-
ber 2018, and it was no question as 
to who would be their flower girl—
Ginny led the way down the aisle in a 
collar stitched with flowers and a tutu 
fit for a princess.  

“Claire and I hope to have kids 
one day, and I think the experience of 
raising Ginny and working with her 
had made us closer,” Nick says. “I 
think it’s made us a stronger couple. 
It’s been trying at times when Ginny 
may have had a bad day, but I think 
it’s engrained in me that I found my 
soul mate and we found our doggo. 
Starting our married lives, sharing this 
experience and really having to lean 

look at Ginny every day, and we look 
at each other like ‘We love this dog! 
She’s the best!’ You get back what 
you give ten times.”  

Though Ginny’s story has an 
immensely happy ending, it doesn’t 
stop in her home with Claire and 
Nick. In August 2018, Ginny’s case 
went to trial and her abuser was 
charged with conspiracy to possess, 
train and buy dogs for participation in 
an animal fighting venture and animal 
fighting. This case was significant, as 
it was the first federal dogfighting 
case in U.S. history to go to trial.  

Ginny’s abuser was found guilty 
on all counts, and justice was effec-
tively served for her and the 10 other 
dogs she suffered alongside. For 
people like Katherine Good, Ginny’s 
case is just another example of why 
we need to keep fighting. 

“This work is an uphill climb, it’s 
something we need to build on with 
each and every case we come 
across,” she says. “So to have a mile-
stone like that and have it turn out in 
favor of the dogs, is very encouraging 
and motivating. Each win, each con-
viction and each opportunity to get 
justice for those dogs is a step in the 
right direction to the world we want to 
live in where this doesn’t happen at 
all.” 

 
 
 

on each other in different ways to take 
care of Gin has really been self-
assuring and reaffirming of the decision 
not only to marry Claire, but the deci-
sion to adopt Gin.”  

Now, seeing Ginny sprint up and 
down the stairs, seeing her running in 
the park and showering strangers with 
affection, you’d never suspect that her 
beginnings were marred with tragedy. 
Ginny isn’t what her pet parents envi-
sioned when they thought of a dogfight-
ing victim, and she’s probably not what 
many of us do either.   

“I think when we found out that she 
was involved in what was suspected to 
be a dogfighting ring we thought: but 
she’s so sweet, she’s so patient, she’s 
so loving,” Nick says. He also adds that 
having Ginny in their lives has opened 
their minds in a lot of ways. “Seeing 
Ginny around a newborn baby, it’s 
beautiful to see it, she’s just so calm 
and gentle around them. It just helped 
break down those mental barriers. No 
matter how traumatic, how violent, how 
terrible and dark an environment is, I’ve 
learned that no dog is beyond saving.”  

Claire also encourages others to 
adopt and to be patient with rescue 
dogs who may have a more compli-
cated past: “If it’s difficult at first, it’s not 
their fault. Adopting is so rewarding, we 

WINNING THE FIGHT AGAINST DOGFIGHTING (continued) 
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Volunteer Pet Care 
 
Panorama Pet Partners (PPP) began in 2007 after then new resident George Walling used the 
reader board to invite residents to his home to talk about a pet care co-op.  While PPP has grown 
from its humble beginnings, caring for all of the pets on campus remains the center of its mission. 
 
After we have lived at Panorama for awhile, our pets have generally introduced us to people they 
would love to have as a walker or sitter.  But when new residents first arrive, it can be challenging to 
identify a “Pet Buddy” for emergency situations.   
 
For all offers of assistance, please be respectful and ask about compensation.  
 
If you are unsuccessful in in securing assistance from the volunteers below, please call or email 
Richard Friedman at 5471 or rafriedman@sbcglobal.net. A review of our database can often provide 
just the connection you need. 
 
If you wish to volunteer, please contact Richard Friedman rafriedman@sbcglobal.net to indicate 
your interest.  Thank you to the new volunteers below, as well as those who have provided several 
years of service. 

Our Friends on the Rainbow Bridge 
 

 
Jan Gilmore     5755 
Lin Hampton     5037 
Rich Kalman     5554 
Marsha Majors            5697 
Emily Ray                   5739 
Rudy Ressler              5734 
Mary Ann Spahr    5907 
Mike Willis     5336 

LaceyDogWalkers.com  

Walkies!  
Karen Beacham 
Olympia, WA  98501 
250-3181 

Cat Sitting 
 

Carl Clinesmith    5508 
Lynn Elliott                  5912 
Robin/Bill  Hunt    5760 
Mavis Johnson     5333 
Linda Landig     5135 
Jerry Nelson               5580 
Karen Romanelli    5671 
Mary Ann Spahr    5907 
 

 

Donna Sorenson 

Cats Only 
870-2789 

Walkies! Karen Beacham 
Olympia, WA  98501 
250-3181 

Dog Sitting 

Jan Gilmore                5755 
Rich Kalman                5554 
Mary McAfee               5410  

In-Home Pet Sitting 

 Lori McKinstry, Pet Nanny: In-home pet-sitting, dog walking, vet and grooming visits. 
(541) 218-6965      lorimckinstry15@yahoo.com 

 Emily Dixon,360-870-2889 

Dog Walking Pet Sitting 

Amber Bryan 
Meg Bryan 

Wendy Markey 

mailto:maurie@melaufer.com
http://www.laceydogwalkers.com/
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Pet Care Resources 

The following local businesses and websites have been recommended by PPP members.  Click on link 
or browser search, as some website names have been abbreviated.  Please contact Richard Friedman  
at 5471 or rafriedman@sbcglobal.net to add your favorite business to the list. 

BluePearlVet.com 
Specialty & Emergency Hospital 
5608 S. Durango St. 
Tacoma, WA  98409 
253-4740791 
 

Companion Veterinary  

Hospital 

5710 Ruddell Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-455-8090 

 

Dermatology Clinic 

8300 Quinault Dr. NE, Suite A 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-350-4756 

 

Eye Clinic for Animals 

3230—14th Avenue NW 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-866-0931 
 

FarmhouseVet.com 

7602 Steilacoom Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5684 
 

Hawks Prairie Veterinary 

Hospital  

8919 Martin Way E 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-459-6556 
 

Healthy Pets Animal  

Hospital 

2022 E 4th Ave 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-943-8900 

 
 

 

FluffyandFloyd.com 

5211 Capitol Blvd SE 
Tumwater, WA  98501 
360-584-9500 

MudBay.com 

8909 Martin Way E 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-459-9200  and 
5500 Corporate Center Lane. 
SE 
Lacey WA 98503 
360-810-888 
 

ThePetWorks.net 

407 4th Ave E 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-489-0134 

KittyKlinic.com 

4411 Lacey Blvd 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5603 

 

MountainViewVet.com 

4620 Whitman Lane SE 
Lacey, WA  98513 
360-438-9623 

 

OlympiaPetEmergency.net 

3011 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA  98501 
360-455-5155 

OlympiaVeterinaryCancer-

Center.com 

115 Eastside St SE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-339-3596 
 

Olympia Veterinary Hospital 
155 Division 
Olympia, WA   
360-352-7561 
 

Chambers Prairie Animal 
Hospital 
3100 Yelm Highway 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-491-3800 
 
SVSvets.com 
Seattle Veterinary Specialists 
805 Madison St., Suite 100 
Seattle, WA  98104 
206-624-9111 

 

SouthBayVet.com 

3600 S Bay Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-456-7387 

Veterinary Services 

Healing Touch 

Dr Wanda Buckner 

2307 Lilly Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-491-3187 

Pet Supplies 

Healing Energy 

VCA Lacey Animal Hos-

pital 

4242 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA 98503 
360-491-3960 

 

YourHousecallVet.net 

3209 Harrison Ave NW #175 
Olympia, WA 98502 
360-786-6536 

http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.farmhousevet.com
http://www.hawksprairieveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.hawksprairieveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.healthypetsanimalhospital.com
http://www.healthypetsanimalhospital.com
http://www.fluffyandfloyd.com
http://www.mudbay.com
http://www.thepetworks.net
http://www.kittyklinic.com
http://www.mountainviewvet.com
http://www.olympiapetemergency.net
http://www.olympiaveterinaryspecialists.com/cancer-center-home.php
http://www.olympiaveterinaryspecialists.com/cancer-center-home.php
http://www.southbayvet.com
http://chooseenergytherapy.com/energy-healing/methods/for-animals/
http://chooseenergytherapy.com/energy-healing/methods/for-animals/
http://www.vcahospitals.com/lacey
http://www.vcahospitals.com/lacey
http://www.yourhousecallvet.net
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Baroo Pet Spa 

2911 Marvin Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98516 
360-489-0106 

 

Canine Chateau  

1227 Sleater-Kinney Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-459-7570 

 

Capitol City Grooming  

1720 4th Ave E 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-360-754-4767 
 

FriendlyGrove.com 

2901 Friendly Grove Rd 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-352-1322 

Dogwoods Play and Stay 

5706 Keating Rd NW 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-866-7290 

 

FriendlyGrove.com 

2901 Friendly Grove Rd 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-352-1322 

 

FidosFarm.com 

9829 Evergreen Valley Rd SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-866-8347 

 

GratefulDogs.net 

1010 Homann Dr SE 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-438-2284 

 

LeadMeOn.com 

7400 Meridian Rd SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-878-8407 

 

Northwind Pet Care Center 

9902 Yelm Hwy SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-456-5631 

KittyKlinic.com 

4411 Lacey Blvd 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5603 

Dogs Love School 

September Morn 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-432-3633 

 

Lead Me On Training 

Ursula Pettyjohn 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-878-8407 

 
Human Animal 

Solutions 

Ann Howie LICSW, 

ACSW 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-493-2586 
 

Petamorphosis 

Debbie Lewis 
Olympia, WA   
360-556-9925 

Dog Boarding/Daycare 

Cat Boarding 

Dog Grooming  

 
Linda Herrick     5710 

Dog Training 

PET CARE RESOURCES  (Continued) 

Dog Grooming (Cont) 

Petsmart 

719 Sleater-Kinney 
Lacey, WA  98504 
360-493-0228 

Cat Grooming    

GratefulDogs.net 

1010 Homann Dr SE 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-438-2284 
 

Aussie Pet Mobile 

Scott Lankford 
Mobile Pet Grooming 
253-292-0331 
slankord@aussiepetmobile.com 
www.petgroomingtacoma.com 

Pet Newsletters 

Pet Connection Magazine 

www.petconnectionmagazine. 
com 
(360) 507-4251 
(425) 985-2872 

Pet Health Websites 

www.PetAdvisor.com 

www.DogFooAdvisor.com 

www.PoisonedPets.com 

www.VetStreet.com 

www.NoseToToes.com 

Pet Fostering/Adoption 

Old Dog Haven 

P.O. Box1409 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
206-280-7614 

http://www.caninechateaugrooming.com
http://www.friendlygrove.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=50&Itemid=56
http://www.dogwoodsplayandstay.com
http://www.friendlygrove.com
http://www.fidosfarm.com
http://www.gratefuldogsllc.net
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/#!boarding/ca4p
http://www.northwindpetcarecenter.com/
http://www.kittyklinic.com
http://www.dogsloveschool.com
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/
http://www.humananimalsolutions.com
http://www.humananimalsolutions.com
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/
http://www.gratefuldogsllc.net
http://www.dogsloveschool.com
http://www.yourhousecallvet.net
http://www.petadvisor.com
http://www.dogfoodadvisor.com
http://www.poisonedpets.com
http://www.vetstreet.com
http://www.nosetotoes.com
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PANORAMA PET PARTNERS 

1751 Circle Lane SE 

Lacey  WA  98503 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Panorama Pet Partners supports the well being 
of residents and their pets. 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Panorama Pet Partners (PPP) provides a 
venue for residents to exchange information 
regarding all aspects of pet care, including, but 
not limited to (1) volunteers for pet sitting and 
dog walking, (2) preparation for campus natural 
disasters or storm emergencies, and (3) avail-
able veterinarians, boarding kennels, pet sit-
ting, dog walkers, trainers and pet supply 
stores.  Additionally, PPP manages the off-
leash dog parks and develops new programs 
benefiting a majority of pets and their owners.   

 

FINANCIAL PROCEDURES 

Members are not assessed dues.  Voluntary 
donations are accepted and may be invited 
from time to time to support Board approved 
projects.  PPP is Resident Council-
sponsored activity. 

 

OPERATING PROCEDURES 

PPP is governed by a Board of Directors.  

Membership Meetings are held quarterly in 
the third month of the calendar quarter. 
 

 


